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Abstract 
U.S. President Joe Biden, with long experience in foreign policy, is likely to 
understand that contemporary Middle East issues are interrelated. Focusing 
on Biden’s first 100 days in office, this study used a comparative analysis ap-
proach with the aim of assessing the significance of Biden’s foreign policy, 
how a renewed American commitment to global engagement might help in 
addressing Gulf issues, and to determine Biden’s priorities in the Gulf and 
how he is likely to deal with U.S. Gulf allies on issues such as human rights, 
the Yemen war, and the Iranian nuclear deal. It appears that Biden intends 
the U.S. to play a more active role globally but with an understanding that the 
U.S. will be less inclined to pursue unilateral action or use force to deal with 
foreign policy challenges. Only with the collaboration of allies in the region 
and around the world will the U.S. be able to pursue the multiple initiatives 
needed to address the legitimate security concerns of the Arab Gulf states 
while advancing human rights. 
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1. Introduction 

States view their actions in foreign policy through the lens of national interests, 
but the choices they make depend on leaders’ perceptions and how they choose 
to define and pursue national interests under different circumstances. U.S. for-

 

 

*Both sides of the water channel dividing the Arab Gulf countries from Iran dispute the name in 
terms of ethnic, cultural, and historical factors. Most western and Persian sources, with few excep-
tions, use the Persian Gulf whereas Arab literature uses the Arab Gulf. Unfortunately, the differences 
between both sides are so deep that they prevent any objective discussion to reach a mutual agree-
ment on the name; therefore, the author of this paper decided to use the Gulf to avoid any misun-
derstanding. The use of the “Arab Gulf” on the Russian Foreign Ministry twitter account instigated 
an official Iranian protest, reported on Arabic.cnn.com, Feb. 8, 2021. 
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